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SELECTIONS FEOM THE WALLACE PAPERS. 

(Manuscript Division, The Historical Society of Pennsylvania.) 

William Bradford, Jr., to His Sister Rachel. 
Camp on Schuylkill, Dec r 17 th 1777. 

How does my little sister & the rest of the dear 
Refugees at Ellerslie — Are ye still, like the banished 
songsters of Jewry, hanging your harps on the willow 
& weeping when ye remember Philad* — Or rather do 
you not sooth your exile with future pleasing prospects, 
when we shall once more meet, — "the thieves being 
gone & the house swept & garnished" — "The whore of 
Babylon, ' ' said a new england officer, unfeelingly, will 
be the better for her scourging. 

I am glad to hear you have not forgot the use of your 
pen & hope you will employ it often. For my own part, 
I honestly confess that if I do not forget yet I grow very 
averse to the use of it. The exercise & bustle of a sol- 
dier's life may invigorate the body, but it is mighty 
unfavorable to the powers of thinking. The mind falls 
into such a torpid state that even the idea of my dear 
Rachel & her agreeable letter can scarcely rouse a 
sprightly idea in it — 

Your old friend Gaynor and her sister have retired 
beyond the Great River Susquehanna & taken up their 
abode at Carlisle — Their Humanity & the attention they 
showed to some of our officers who were prisoners, par- 
ticularly to Cap* Plunket is said to have occasioned 
their leaving Philadelphia — The Cause of Humanity & 
the Sex however has been revenged and Cap 4 Plunket 
by the assistance of a little Quaker female who dressed 
the warrior in Petticoats, escaped from his confinement 
& has joined his regiment — 
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Col George is well — He has attached himself so en- 
tirely to the artillery that I do not see him very often 
except when business calls me & then I find him con- 
founded lazy — The agitation of mind for the loss of 
his Charmer has subsided & no new beauty having ap- 
peared to set it in motion, he enjoys a stoical calm & 
does little else than breathe — 

Make my compliments to the Belles of Rarition — I 
am Dear Girl 

Your affectionate brother 

W. B. Jun. 
P. 8. Tho they say the Devil is in Camp I can find no 
Brimstone — the truth is, a certain Disorder has been so 
prevalent, that all has been used, & I believe it would 
require a Shower of it, like that on Sodom — totally to 
eradicate it — 

William Bradford, Jr., to Col. Joshua M. Wallace. 

Jan. 27 th 1778. Valley Forge. 
My dear friend, 

I am happy in hearing from my brother that a com- 
munication with Ellerslie will be opened by means of 
the Expresses he will be obliged to send frequently to 
his principal M r Boudinot at Baskinridge. This will 
give me an opportunity of sending you the news of the 
Day, & of hearing often from you — The family at Eller- 
slie is so dear to me that my heart can ill brook sus- 
pence about their welfare. 

You have probably heard of the late gallant be- 
haviour of Cap* Lee — The particulars are these— A 
party of Horse to the amount of 130 left Philad 8 on the 
20 th Ins 1 & taking rout thro' bye Boads suddenly sur- 
rounded the house where Lee & two Officers lay that 
Night — They were alarmed just Time enough to fasten 
the Doors— & post themselves & 5 privates at the dif- 
ferent "Wiindows when the Enemy began a heavy fire 
thro' the doors & windows & demanded the immediate 
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surrender of the house Lee, & his little party returned 
the fire with spirit — & tis said he had the Address to 
call out to them to surrender or that Morgans Infantry 
which was comming up would cut them in pieces — Af ter 
a violent attack of 25 minutes, finding so gallant a re- 
sistance, & fearing lest their retreat should be cut off, 
they turned tail & made for Philad" They left several 
Caps & Pistols behind them which makes it probable 
they had several wounded — They took 5 of the troop 
prisoners who were out of the house & slightly wounded 
Lieu' Lindsay & Major Jemmason — Gen 1 Washington 
has thanked Cap' Lee & the Officers in the Warmest 
Manner — & An English Officer who lay in the house 
(being on parole & on his way to Philad 8 ) speaks in 
Raptures of his bravery & proclaims it thro' the City. 
It is indeed remarkable that a Gen 1 & a Cap 4 of the same 
name should be attacked in the same manner, & that 
the latter should repulse a party of horse 6 times as 
large as that which captivated the former. 

What think you of the resolve of Congress for De- 
taining Burgoyne — For my own part I look upon it as 
acting with a dignity becoming the free states of Amer- 
ice — We have suffered ourselves to be trampled on too 
long — Fie upon it. We declared ourselves free & in- 
dependant & have hitherto suffered ourselves to be 
termed & treated as Rebels — 

What is your state doing towards filling up her 
skeleton Regiments If we do not exert ourselves with 
Vigor this winter, I fear we shall not be able to dis- 
possess the Enemy of Philad* And it appears clear 
to me, that if we duly exert our strength & bring the 
force into the field which we are able to do, we may 
crush them with ease & end the Contest at once — Is it 
not extraordinary that with so many men as the 
Continent contains & with a proper sense of the im- 
portance of the object we are contending for, we should 
keep such a paltry Army on foot, whose numbers have 

Vol. XL.— 22 
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generally been inferior to, the handfull that Britain 
sent to subdue [worn] — When you take your seat in 
the Assembly & assist in navigating the political bark, 
I will write much more to you on this subject — 

How does my dear Tacey & her darling Joshua? I 
am told she is unwell — and yet my heart laughed in- 
stead of being sad — Go on & prosper my noble brother ! 
— My Landlord has read me so many Lectures upon 
the Text of increase & multiply that I beg [to] think 
that he who begetteth a son covereth [a] multitude of 
Faults — He will scarcely allow that all Paul's good 
Works, could attone for his continuing in a state of 
Batchelorism — 

Give my warmest Love to Tacey — kiss the young 
Hero for me — & teach him to Love 

Your friend & brother 

W Bradford Jun r 

William Bradford, Jr., to his sister, Mrs. Wallace. 

Camp. March 15 th 1778. 
My dear Tacy, 

I received your letter a few days ago — I need not tell 
you how much pleasure this testimony of your affection 
gave me — your own heart can inform you. The ar- 
ticles you mention came safe to hand. Thank my dear 
Mamma for me — her kindness & attention deserves 
many thanks. — I have also the receipt of Master 
Joshua's favor to acknowledge — Tell the young Gentle- 
man, that he is perfectly in the right — his nose is not 
out of joint yet — and it will be his own fault if it ever 
is so. 

The best news I have to send you is that the southern 
& Eastern States are exerting themselves to the utmost 
to send a formidable force into the field early in the 
Campaign. — Pennsylvania instead of adopting their 
vigorous mode of drafting is trying the old method of 
recruiting & offering the extravagant bounty of 120 
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Dollars, As this must occasion a new Emission of 
money, it has a destructive tendency & I hope will be 
laid aside. It is expected however, whether this state 
does her duty or not, that we shall have a large army 
in the field before the end of May which perhaps will 
be time enough to open the Campaign. I have no doubt 
we shall be an overmatch for the Enemy if they come 
out to meet us, & shall be able to drive them from 
Philad" whether they risk a battle or not — 

This state still teems with Traitors who are continu- 
ally attempting to supply the Enemy with Provisions. 
A few days ago four large "Waggons loaded with flour 
& pork, which had been purchased in York Town & sent 
off towards Philad a for the use of the Enemy: fell in 
with Col. Morgan's Corps near the lines & who made 
prize of them all. I hope the purchasers will be prop- 
erly paid for their trouble. 

You mention four shirts which were mending for me 
— You will keep them till I write for them, as I have 
some hopes of being supplied here — I am anxious for 
the time when my business will indulge me with a Visit 
to Ellerslie. I count the days as they pass & am almost 
tempted like the poets "to chide their delay & bid them 
speed their flight." I flattered myself that I should 
have the pleasure of seeing you early in April. Col. 
Ward's departure to New England will prevent me — 
During his absence the burden of superintending the 
Department will rest on me — & therefore it is probable 
I cannot obtain a furlow till his return which will be 
in May. 

With regard to the pad, if it can be conveniently 
made at Kariton it will be best — 

Give my kindest love to Mamma & remember me to 
all the family — I shall write to M r Wallace in a few 
days — Tommy & his family are well. 

Adieu my dear sister — Affectionately 

remember your own W. Bradford Jun r 
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James Madison, Jr., to William Bradford, Jr. 

Williamsburg March 23 th 78. 
Dear Sir 

An Express being just starting off for Head 
Quarters, I cannot help imparting to you some very 
agreeable intelligence just reed. A Capt. of a Letter 
of Marke Vessel from this State writes to the gov r from 
Cheasepeak Bay that he left Martineque on the 23 Ult° 
that Letters had been reed, there from France as late 
as 1 st from sundry respectable Merch to relating that the 
French Court had actually recognized Doc r Franklin as 
Embassador for the Independent States of America in 
the most public and authentic manner and that the Doc r 
had formed an Alliance for 30 years. That the King 
of Prussia had notified his intention of sending several 
ships loaded with Stores to America and had threatened 
in case of their being interrupted by the British Ship 
of War to invade Hanover with a formidable Army and 
that he had declared Empden a free Port. This ac- 
count also says that the Queen of Portugal had opened 
her ports to the United States. Some parts of this 
News carry the face of great improbability, but there 
are several circumstances that encourage us to hope 
that the substance of it may not be entirely groundless. 
It comes through two other oral channels, one in par- 
ticular by Capt. Bush an intelligent and honest man 
from this state who left Martineque as lately as the 10 th 
inst* and affirms that the News respects D r Franklin & 
the King of Prussia was rec d by the Gov r of M. in dis- 
patches from France and that 13 rounds were fired 
from their Canon in deference of the 13 independent 
States of America. This Express has been detained for 
the purpose of scratchg these few lines and I can only 
add that I am as I ought to be 

Y ra ob 1 

J. M. Jun r (?) 
[James Madison Jun r ] 



Selections from the Wallace Papers. 341 

William Bradford, Jr., to his sister, Mrs. Wallace 

Camp April 21, 1778. 
My dearest Tacy, 

Where I disposed to forget as much as I am thinking 
of you, it would be out of my power to do so. I carry 
so many proofs of your kindness about me, that Ellers- 
lie frequently obtrudes itself upon my mind even in my 
most busied hours — yet ever welcome will that idea be 
which reminds me of that sister in whose affection my 
heart finds so large a portion of its happiness. 

I heartily wish for an end of this cruel War which 
seperates the dearest friends & banishes the social & 
domestic pleasures. But tho' I long for peace I hope 
our rulers will never purchase it upon base terms. 
Such terms it is said will be offered soon — for I call 
any terms base & dishonorable which imply a depend- 
ence upon G. Britain when we have bled & suffered so 
much in resisting her Tyranny. A very extraordinary 
speech delivered by L d North is published in the Philad a 
Papers. He says that the power of America is much 
Greater than any man would have imagined — that it 
will require length of time and much expence to subject 
us — & therefore he proposes that [com]missioners be 
sent over with ample powers to [neg]ociate a recon- 
ciliation — to disclaim the parlia[men]tary right of 
Taxation — except such as are [neces]sary for the regu- 
lation of commerce — & that [it] shall be disposed of by 
the state or provincial] word to put us in the situation 
we were in [before] 63 with some additional securities 
of our freedom. [He c]omplains of Gen 1 Howe — says 
that he himself has [done] everything that a good 
minister could do — has [furn]ished the General with 
Troops with money & [provisions in plenty — but that 
he could not command success without the endeavors 
of the Commander in Chief — That he is well assured 
Gen 1 Washington has always been inferior to Howe in 
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Numbers — This is the substance of the speech as re- 
lated to me (for I have not seen it) and have no doubt 
it will produce very disagreeable consequences. It will 
give the disaffected among us an opportunity to raise 
a clamor & will gull others who long for peace on any 
Terms — Hostilities I hope will not cease while the 
Enemy continues in the Country — if we must negociate 
— let us negociate & fight at the same time — 

Give my love to M r Wallace — inform him that he will 
oblige me extremely by sending the boots pr first op- 
portunity — Yet why request this — I know his kindness 
& attention — 

I have not purchased the Tea — I expect M rs Fisher 
will be out soon & I will trust the management of the 
affair to her — With love to all I am 
My dear sister 

Your very affectionate 

W. Bradford Jun r 
P. 8. 

I brought away one of your Keys by mis [take] I 
left my own behind. Yours I have sent [torn] who no 
doubt will forward it to you. 

William Bradford, Jr., to his sister, Rachel. 

[Valley Forge] May 14 tn 1778. 
My dear Eachel 

I find by a Letter from my father that you are on a 
visit at Trenton. I should be happy could you extend 
your Jaunt as far as full View — The Camp could now 
afford you some entertainment. The maneuvering of 
the Army is in itself a sight that would Charm you. — 
Besides these, the Theatre is opened — Last Monday 
Cato was performed before a very numerous & splendid 
audience. His Excellency & Lady, Lord Stirling, the 
Countess & Lady Kitty, & M r Green were part of the 
Assembly. The scenery was in Taste — & the perform- 
ance admirable — Col. George did his part to admiration 
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— he made an excellent die (as they say) — Pray heaven, 
he don't die in earnest — for yesterday he was siezed 
with the pleurisy & lies extremely ill — If the Enemy 
does not retire from Philad" soon, our Theatrical 
amusements will continue — The fair Penitent with the 
Padlock will soon be acted. The ' ' recruiting officer' ' is 
also on foot. 

I hope however we shall be disappointed in all these 
by the more agreeable Entertainment of taking posses- 
sion of Philad 8 — There are strong rumors that the Eng- 
lish are meditating a retreat — Heaven send it — for I 
fear we shall not be able to force them to go these two 
months — 

I scrawl these few lines to accompany a letter which 
I send to my Father — Love to sister Betty & all 
Friends. 

Adieu ma chere soeur, je suis votre. 

W. B. 



